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The Green Bay Safe Walk & Bike Plan was passed unanimously by the Green Bay
City Council and Green Bay Area Public School Board in spring of 2019 after a year-long planning and
engagement process to collaboratively establish a Safe Walk and Bike Plan for the City and a Safe Routes
to School Plan for the District. The plan actively identifies ways to help adults and kids of all ages and
ability levels make walking and biking part of their daily routines. This is a major step forward that
prioritizes projects that will provide years of health and economic benefits for the community.
The Safe Walk & Bike Green Bay Working Group was formed as a collaborative effort to seek funding,
continue engagement, and implement the “Five E’s” (Education, Encouragement, Engineering,
Enforcement, and Evaluation) from the Plan with an equity lens through partnerships, community
engagement, accountability, and transparency. The goal is to accelerate change in our community by
effectively implementing the goals of the Plan. We strive to provide equitable options that empower
and make it easy for all people to walk and bike in our community.
Our working group represents a variety of stakeholders, including city staff, school district staff,
technical experts, non-profit agencies, and elected officials. Current members include:
•

Damaris Bahena, Green Bay Area Public Schools student

•

Lori Blakeslee, Green Bay Area Public Schools

•

Natalie Bomstad, Wello

•

Jesse Brunette, Green Bay City Council

•

Peter Flucke, WE BIKE, etc.

•

Bill Galvin, Green Bay City Council

•

Dave Hansen, City of Green Bay Engineering

•

Kimberly Hess, Center for Childhood Safety

•

Stephanie Hummel, City of Green Bay Planning

•

Chad Jensema, Green Bay Area Public Schools

•

Danyelle Pierquet, ISG

•

Kristina Shelton, Wisconsin State Assembly

•

Eric Vanden Heuvel, Green Bay Area Public Schools Board

•

Ker Vang, Brown County Planning

•

Stephanie Zander, Green Bay Area Public Schools
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2020 Achievements by the Numbers
Engineering
There were 2.52 miles of bike lanes added
bringing the City’s total bike lane miles to 17.58
representing a 17% increase
With recommendation from the Safe Walk and Bike Plan, the City was able to install many muchneeded bike lanes throughout the City:
•

Webster Avenue from University Avenue to Klaus Street (.62 miles)

•

Webster Avenue from Klaus Street to Radisson Street (0.21 Miles)

•

Radisson Street from Webster Avenue to N. Irwin Street (.36 miles)

•

N. Irwin Street from Radisson Street to Bay Beach Road (.44 miles)

•

Broadway from Dousman Street to Mather Street, completed in late 2019 (.37 miles)

•

E. Walnut Street from Webster to S. Baird Street (0.53 miles)

What This Means for Residents & Visitors
The first four projects listed above created a
connection from our downtown to Bay Beach,
the Wildlife Sanctuary, and Green Bay’s many
neighborhoods. While this is a great connection
for our residents, it will also certainly be a
highlight for visitors. With bike rentals available
downtown, these improvements give tourists a
direct route to check out everyone’s favorite
roller-coaster: The Zippin’ Pippin.
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A project on East Walnut Street provided us with the City’s first buffered
bike lanes in Green Bay’s history!
This project was pulled directly from a recommendation in the Safe Walk and Bike Plan and was
relatively cheap; only paint and signage were needed to complete this historic project. With the ease
of this transformation and great reception from our community, this gave us a template of how to
transform other 4-lane roadways to create safer roadways for bicyclists.

What is a buffered bike lane?
A buffered bike lane is like a regular bike lane, but also
includes a marked buffer between the bike lane and
adjacent travel lanes (as seen in the picture to the
right). The purpose of a buffered bike lane is to
provide extra elbow room for bicyclists to increase
safety. The buffer is placed between the bike lane and
travel lane.
Webster Avenue added 0.83 miles of multi-use path in 2020 building a gateway to the City.
This path was a direct result of many bicycle and pedestrian advocates pushing for better
accommodations along the newly reconstructed roadway to accommodate multiple users of the road.
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Enforcement
Wello, a local nonprofit organization, coordinated a Regional Crosswalk and Enforcement effort, also
know as “Frogger” in July 2020. There was participation from Green Bay Police Department, Brown
County Sheriff’s Office, De Pere Police Department, City of Green Bay Public Works, and De Pere
Public Works.
This

coordinated

effort

builds

greater

awareness of the rules of the road throughout
our region strengthening our collective efforts
to improve accessibility and safety for
residents walking, biking, and rolling. Three
local news channels and one radio station ran
stories about the effort.
Other speed enforcement efforts were
performed by the City of Green Bay Police
Department in areas specified as priorities for both neighborhoods and schools. One such area was at
Mason Street and La Count where nearly 30 citations were issued.

Education and Encouragement
Frenzy on the Fox was held in winter of 2020 to celebrate the plowing of the Fox River Trail,
creating needed connectivity between Brown County communities when the snow is falling.
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The City of Green Bay received a Bronze-Level Bike Friendly designation from the League
of American Bicyclists, with credit being given to the Safe Walk and Bike Plan for prioritizing and
implementing community improvements to increase our designation from Honorable Mention to Bronze.

Evaluation
A significant focus of the Safe Walk and Bike Plan is the continued evaluation of our collective efforts
as a community. The committee will continue to produce annual reports detailing accomplishments,
outlining opportunities, and welcomes feedback. This Plan is in support of the people who live, work,
learn, play, and visit our community.
The public can provide comments by contacting
Stephanie Hummel, Planner II, City of Green Bay
Stephanie.Hummel@greenbaywi.gov or (920) 448-3424
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COVID-19 Pandemic Impact
As with communities across the state, nation, and world, Green Bay was greatly impacted by the
COVID-19 Pandemic. Many events, including two additional Frogger events, Open Streets, bike rodeos,
and countless group rides were cancelled to keep our community safe. The pandemic brought with it
schools moving to virtual learning, reduction in events and the ability for large groups to gather, and
staff capacity pulled into emergency response. But we also saw some unanticipated results of the
pandemic: more outdoor physical activity! Bike shops were sold out of equipment, trails and sidewalks
were used at a much higher rate than we have seen before, and the air quality across the country
improved. With an increase in a workforce working from home, the cancelling of events, and stay-athome orders, there was reduced automobile traffic overall opening the streets up to bicyclists and
pedestrians.
People were able to reconnect with lost habits
of biking and walking for both transportation and
leisure. We also saw an increase in people trying
these activities for the first time. Numbers of
users on the Fox River Trail truly painted this
picture. Compared to a three-month time frame
in 2019, Brown County Parks reported a 305%
increase in Fox River Trail usage in March of
2020, 3200% increase in April of 2020, and 327%
in May of 2020.

Looking Ahead
The Safe Walk and Bike Plan represents a multi-year effort with a goal to accelerate change in our
community by effectively implementing the goals of the Plan. We look forward to continuing crosssector, collaborative efforts that improve accessibility, safety, and livability for all residents.

